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OPENING OF PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
1st December 1955

There were twenty-nine formal entries accepted for this Third Members' 
Exhibition of the Mysore Photographic Society, Bangalore, held at the 
Institute under the joint auspices of the Society and the Institute. The 
President, Shri C. Varadhan, expressed appreciation of the Institute's 
frequent collaboration with his Society and mentioned hopes of holding 
the next International Photographic Exhibition in the Institute's Hall.

Shri M. L. Sams, the Salon Chairman, mentioned the Society's being the 
only one in the East to hold an international salon, with a section for 
nature photography as well as one for pictorial photography. The lack of 
an art gallery in Mysore State was felt, and the Society was working for 
one.

Group Captain J. Beaumont, C.B.E., Commandant of the Technical 
Training College, Jalahalli, bestowed the E.G.K. Shield on Shri U. Y. 
Mallya for his "Fisherman's Paradise." He also distributed certificates of 
merit to the other six winners of awards. In his address before declaring 
the exhibition open he spoke of the fascination which photography had 
for the keen novice like himself, its difficulties and its expensive- ness for 
those seriously interested in it. He hoped that as the Federation of Indian 
Photography got under way and became more powerful it would urge in 
the proper quarters the educational value of photography as an 
argument for the reduction of duties or the relaxing of restrictions on 
imports.

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
1st to 3rd December 1955

More than three hundred people viewed the Third Members' Exhibition of 
the Mysore Photographic Society, Ban- galore, held by the Institute in 
collaboration with that Society. Besides the 29 entries, prize-winning 
prints in previous exhibitions and some of the three Judges' pictures 
were displayed. The exhibition did great credit to the members of the 
Mysore Photographic Society, both pictorial and landscape prints 
showing a high degree of excellence.

SOME ASPECTS OF DUTCH PAINTING 
5th December 1955

Mr. Guy M. de Gelder of The Hague gave an interesting lecture under Dr. 
G. Thomas's chairmanship, illustrating his points with filmstrips of 
numerous fifteenth-century Flemish paintings, the seventeenth-century 
art of Northern Holland and modern Dutch painting since 1870.
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The artist, he said, tried to picture the truth as he saw it. The line-
dominated, flat-colour Gothic painting of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries had depicted holy figures and angels. The fifteenth century had 
been a transition stage to Renaissance art, which had man as its centre 
of interest. The brothers Van Eyck had painted realistic figures in their 
natural surroundings.

Baroque art, lacking the balance of Renaissance painting but admirable 
in the use of colour and in chiaroscuro, had developed in seventeenth-
century Western Europe. It was the golden age of Dutch art. Frans Hals's 
work showed the joy of living: Jan Steen's art, while humorous and 
sometimes derisive, showed beauty in the commonplace. Jan Vermeer 
had paid meticulous attention to details. Jacob Ruysdael and other great 
landscape painters were mentioned. Rembrandt was the greatest figure. 
He had conceived the dark as only obscured light. In his latest works the 
figures seemed self-luminous.

After 1870 truly creative art had again flowered in Hol- land, influenced 
by the French schools such as Realism, Naturalism, Impressionism, 
Expressionism and Abstractionism. Among modern Dutch painters 
Vincent van Gogh's influence had been considerable.

The Impressionists' idealization of the natural world had not satisfied the 
artists; the importance of the natural object or human being depicted had 
diminished and the artist was engaging himself increasingly with the 
essence of truth, the vibratory motion of matter, the elevation and 
volatility of the definiteness of things. When man had purified his 
consciousness of multiplicity and duality he could comprehend the 
interpenetration and fundamental identity of things. Abstract art 
expressed "the strivings of the mystic and spiritual consciousness of the 
spirit of reality." Natural and technical science were not everything in the 
West and the lecturer wished that people of the East and the West might 
work together for a world radiating wisdom and charity and beauty. The 
Chairman

suggested that the artist reflected his environment and chose his 
subjects to please his patrons. Gothic art had flourished when the 
Roman Catholic Church was dominant. For later middle-class patrons 
artists had glorified ordinary men and things. And Surrealism, Abstract 
Art, etc., reflected the chaos of our times.

FILMSTRIPS OF DUTCH PAINTING 
5th December 1955

A number of fine filmstrips were shown in connection with Mr. Guy M. de 
Gelder's lecture on "Some Aspects of Dutch Painting." They gave as 



3

good an idea as black-and-white reproductions could, of the Dutch art of 
the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries and of modern artists' styles, 
from 1870 on. Two especially interesting filmstrips dealt, the one with 
Rembrandt and Frans Hals and the other with Van Gogh.

THE NOVELS OF C. P. SNOW 
6th December 1955

Mr. S. H. Best, Regional Representative of the British Council in Madras, 
analyzed very interestingly the work of Mr. C. P. Snow under the 
chairmanship of Professor V. Sitaramiah.

Born in Leicester in 1905, Mr. Snow had been first a professional 
scientist, then for many years a Fellow and a Tutor of Christ's College, 
Cambridge. He was now a Civil Service Commissioner. In 1950 he had 
married the writer Pamela Hansford Johnson. He had published three 
novels before starting a 10-volume novel-sequence, linked by one 
character's experiences, direct and indirect, and called, like the first 
novel in it, "Strangers and Brothers." Later titles had been "The Light and 
the Dark," "Time of Hope," "The Masters" and "The New Men."

The last published of these novels, covering the war years, had as its 
chief theme the scientist's responsibility for the use made of his 
inventions, but several conflicts of loyalties were presented. These 
included the conflict between loyalty to country or to science, which was 
international; marital conflicts; conflict between brothers and that 
between the life of the passions and the intellect.

It was the scientists, not the matter-of-fact engineers, who had 
misgivings. The three scientists, "the New Men," engaged in nuclear 
research, had found different solutions. One had strong Soviet 
sympathies; another felt that England could best be trusted with atomic 
knowledge; the third, Martin, younger brother of the hero of the novel-
sequence, alone had quitted nuclear work rather than lose his power of 
choice.

The atmosphere of a provincial city was well sketched in the novel-
sequence. The New Men caught convincingly the war-time atmosphere. 
The characterizations, as of Irene, Martin's wife, and of a Permanent 
Secretary, formal and polite, but shaken once from his assurance when 
events seemed to him "too big for man," were skilful and convincing. Mr. 
Best found Mr. Snow's style effective and his analysis of problems 
admirable, if he could not point to final solutions. His successive novels 
showed growth in understanding of situation and character, as well as in 
technique.
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The Chairman regretted that comparable critical analyses of outstanding 
novels were rarely given by Senior Professors in India. Mr. Best's 
treatment had been illuminating; Mr. Snow deserved to be better known 
in India. Professor Sita- ramiah pointed out also interesting parallels of 
dilemmas in connection with the use of ruthless weapons in the 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata.

THE VICTORIAN POETS 
8th December 1955

Professor P. K. Venkata Rao of St. Joseph's College gave this lecture 
under the chairmanship of Miss Margaret Moore of the Bishop Cotton 
Girls' School, dealing primarily with how Tennyson, Browning and 
Matthew Arnold had dealt with the sceptical doubts characteristic of their 
century. Succeeding the period of romantic revival, the Victorian era 
thinkers had been preoccupied with intellectual problems, as had those 
of the period of criticism which had followed the creative exuberance of 
Elizabeth's day. The industrial revolution, the victory over Napoleon, the 
democratic upsurge in several countries had contributed to a perplexed 
outlook.

Arnold had been the leading representative of "the poets of the sceptical 
reaction." He had put in "The Scholar Gypsy a hesitant hope of "a spark 
from Heaven," that might almost be despair. Newman, Carlyle and 
Ruskin had all been troubled by the mood of doubt and had sought 
refuge, each in his own way. It had little troubled Macaulay or, indeed, the 
great majority. It had affected Tennyson and Browning profoundly.

Tennyson was probably the leader to whom Arnold referred who had felt 
most excruciatingly. Tennyson gave in Arthur's farewell words from the 
barge in the "Morte d'Arthur" the solution of faith which he had found; but 
only later in "In Memoriam" had he revealed the stages through which he 
had reached it.

Browning, the most intellectual of the Victorian poets, though also deeply 
imaginative, had also offered the power of faith to bridge the sense of the 
mystery of life of some of his best contemporaries. He had suggested it in 
the song quoted by the lecturer from the play, Pippa Passes: "God's in his 
heaven; all's right with the world." He had done it best in two poems, "A 
Grammarian's Funeral" and "Rabbi Ben Ezra," from both of which 
pertinent passages were quoted. Gold had to be tested by fire, the clay 
shaped by the potter's hand.

The Chairman said that scepticism never made poetry; it was faith that 
did. All great intellectuals suffered from doubts, but Tennyson, Browning 
and Arnold had all been men of faith, Arnold's faith, however, being more 
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difficult to discern than that of the other two. No poet gave a real 
philosophy of life; the poet suggested rather than explained. What could 
be expected from poets was a vision of Eternity. These Victorian poets 
were men whose vision drove us forward. The lecture would have served 
the purpose of all literary lectures if it made its hearers turn to the works 
discussed. 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
10th December 1955

Dr. R. Nagan Gowda, Minister for Agriculture, Mysore State, presided 
over this Symposium to celebrate the anniversary of the adoption in 1948 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the speakers being Shri B. 
Vasudevamurthy and Shri P. Kodanda Rao. The Chairman urged the 
responsibility of the present free majority to promote freedom 
everywhere. India had today remarkably great political freedom and 
equality, but full national unity demanded doing away with Untouchability 
and caste distinctions.

He stressed also that poverty was still to be conquered, that each might 
enjoy the right to enough to eat and to wear. This demanded increased 
production per acre as well as industrial production. Disarmament and 
the devoting of the amount so saved to providing to all the necessities for 
comfortable living were great desiderata.

Shri B. Vasudevamurthy called Human Rights Day a solemn day for 
feeling united in devotion to common ideals and for determining to 
implement all the Charter's provisions in the Nation and in individual life. 
Each cherished the hope of citizenship in a World State, in which all men 
would be brothers and there would be no room for exploitation, wars of 
aggression or national barriers between peoples.

The Charter had been of value for writing new constitutions and it 
furnished a yardstick for measuring advance and judging legislative 
proposals. Its provisions were not universally applied but could be 
invoked in bringing pressure to bear on recalcitrant nations. 
Guaranteeing to every man certain inviolable rights should strengthen 
the feeling of brotherhood and prevent war, but the sense of superiority 
expressed in Untouchability and caste distinctions had to go.

Shri P. Kodanda Rao questioned whether fundamental disagreement 
between nations on fundamental rights permitted "co-existence" with 
mutual toleration, respect and co-operation. Both democracies and 
dictatorships forbade subversive propaganda, but, while the former 
imposed restrictions with regret and removed them as soon as possible, 
restrictions seemed to the latter a good thing. "Containing" Communism 
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in a certain area meant giving up faith in freedom. Lincoln had said that a 
nation could not exist half-slave and half-free. Neither, the speaker 
thought, could the world.

Before the Chairman's brief concluding remarks a United Nations 
filmstrip showing the Universal Declaration of Human Rights clause by 
clause, with appropriate illustrations, was screened, Shri L. Shankara 
Doraiswamy reading the parallel running commentary. Mounted pictures 
and text from the Unesco Exhibition Album of Human Rights were on 
display around the lecture hall.

HUMAN RIGHTS EXHIBITION 
10th and 11th December 1955

The Exhibition held in the Institute's hall on December 10th and 11th 
consisted of mounted illustrations from the Unesco Exhibition Album of 
Human Rights, with the pertinent text. These pictured typical violations of 
fundamental human rights down the ages and individuals prominently 
concerned with getting recognition of such rights, now embodied in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948.

HYMNS OF ANDAL 
13th December 1955

Dr. N. R. Srinivasan of the Indian Institute of Science gave this lecture on 
the legend and devotional poetry of the Tamil Saint, Andal, under the 
chairmanship of Lady Loka- sundari Raman. She had been taken as a 
child to the shrine of Andal at Srivilliputtur, where the image was that of a 
baby goddess. Andal's devotional songs, very simple and appealing, 
were favourites with Tamils young and old and were sung by Saivites as 
well as Vaishnavites.

The lecturer told the story of the finding of Andal as an infant by her foster 
father, the great Alvar poet Perialvar at Srivilliputtur. From her girlhood 
she had been devoted to Sri Krishna and refused to marry. Both she and 
Perialvar had been assured in dreams of her having won favour with the 
Lord by her devotion. He had taken her to the temple decked as a bride 
and she had merged into the image of the Deity in a blaze of light and 
been seen no more. Critics differed as to whether she had really lived or 
had been the creation of Perialvar's imagination. Those holding the latter 
view credited to him the hymns popularly ascribed to her, in addition to 
the many beautiful songs known as his, which were revered in South 
India as the Dravida Veda. The former group credited Andal with having 
composed the very popular hymns known as Thiruppavais in addition to 
more than a hundred other stanzas.
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Dr. Srinivasan confined his comments largely to the literary qualities of 
the Thiruppavais, which, while simple in style, were rich in poetic merit 
and included beautiful imagery and similes. He paid a special tribute also 
to their value in quickening devotion. During the month sacred to Andal, 
which would begin shortly many would show their devotion by rising very 
early to sing Thiruppavais. The world, he said, needed more human 
feeling and tenderness and the study of the Thiruppavais of Andal gave 
spiritual, mental and æsthetic satisfaction.

Many of these hymns of Andal had been sung by Shri Raghavadasa of 
Thirunirmalai, a profound student of the Vedas and of Tamil literature, 
and recorded at the lecturer's request and these were played for an 
attentive and appreciative audience.

THE MOVEMENT FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 
15th December 1955

Mr. Nicolas Nabokov, Secretary-General since 1951 of the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom, lecturing under the chairmanship of Shri D. V. 
Gundappa, described the present threats to cultural freedom and the 
efforts to meet them. The threats were not confined to totalitarian 
countries of the Right or of the Left. There was pressure to mass 
conformity in the U.S.A. Societal totalitarianism was no less 
objectionable than governmental.

The Congress, through its journals in English, French and Spanish and 
its Committees in different countries, had protested vigorously and 
sometimes successfully against injustice and prejudice, ideational or 
racial. It had organized international group conferences, a Festival of 
Masterpieces of the Twentieth Century at Paris and the Milan conference 
in September on "The Future of Cultural Freedom." There the relation of 
economic development and forms of government to freedom, societal 
and individual, had been discussed. A programme was being worked out 
for meetings of intellectuals as equals in small discussion groups to 
consider matters of common concern without intrusion from cinema, 
radio or television.

The Congress had friends in many countries but it was loosely 
organized, demanding no fixed credo from its members. It received no 
funds from any Government. Its support in the first year had come from 
the American Federation of Labour; later support had come from 
American Foundations.

The Chairman wished that to allay groundless suspicions the sources of 
income might be published and an international pool formed for financing 
the activities of the Congress. It was a great international movement, 
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limited in scope and means but struggling to safeguard freedom of 
thought. It was not new; it dated back to Socrates. But protection of the 
mind of man was absolutely necessary in all countries to save the 
creative artist from the pressure to conformity to set patterns and to 
permit each man to be himself. It was essential to be on guard against 
insidious attacks, lest freedom of the mind be unconsciously forfeited.

EXHIBITION OF DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS BY THE ART 
MASTER AND PUPILS OF THE LAWRENCE SCHOOL, LOVEDALE

17th to 20th December 1955

Over 130 attended the opening, of this remarkable and popular 
Exhibition, by Air Commodore S. N. Goyal, M.B.E. Of the eighty-two 
paintings and drawings exhibited only ten were by the Art Master, Shri 
Sushil Kumar Mukherjee, all the rest being by his young pupils in the 
Lawrence School, Lovedale, Nilgiris.

Shri Mukherjee well described his pupils' original work as not being "child 
art" but the work of young artists, many of whom had been able to 
express themselves very fully in their art.

He urged greater appreciation in India of the value of basic education in 
art and art appreciation in the schools. The study of art helped to steady 
adolescents, giving them mental balance. South India had a traditional 
interest in the fine arts but today rising artists had little opportunity to 
show their talents. India had few art galleries and he knew of only three 
schools in the South which had full-fledged art departments. This meant 
not only that talented young people were prevented from developing into 
fine artists but also that struggling artists who could teach well were 
denied such employment opportunities.

Shri Mukherjee pleaded for the right approach to modern art. In 
exhibitions of dancing or in music we might like or dislike but we did not 
question it, whereas in the case of art the tendency was to condemn the 
new and unfamiliar without trying to understand it. He appealed also for 
help to artists who were finding it difficult to eke out a living. 

He singled out for mention among the exhibitors a boy and a girl of fifteen 
years each, both of whom showed great promise and had numerous 
paintings on display in the hall. W. Tucker had been painting only eight 
months and if given the opportunity would become a front-rank artist in 
no time. The work of Anjolie Dev, a Bengali girl, was very mature. 
Paintings of hers had been accepted for All-India exhibitions along with 
the work of full-fledged artists.

Air Commodore Goyal praised the initiative of the Law- rence School and 
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recommended that every school take an interest in art. Everyone was an 
artist by nature. Art was an expression of life and the best art was the 
most understandable expression of God and of the beauty of Nature. 
Children should be given an early start in developing their artistic gifts 
and help should be given to the struggling artists.

Mr. O. Johnson, Senior Master of the Lawrence School, on behalf of the 
Headmaster, Mr. K. I. Thomas, who was unable to be present, thanked 
the Institute for its hospitality and praised the efficiency of hanging and 
arrangement.

THE PROGRESS OF AMERICA'S INTERNAL HUMAN RELATIONS
22nd December 1955

Dr. Alvin D. Loving, a Fulbright Visiting Professor, lecturing under the 
chairmanship of Professor B. Krishna Rao, Principal of the Rashtreeya 
Vidyalaya Teachers' College, Bangalore, reported a hopeful 
improvement in the position of all racial minorities in the U.S.A. He dealt 
especially, however, with the problem of race discrimination as it affected 
Negro Americans.

Since World War II, the momentum of change had increased, affecting 
even the Southern United States, where the prejudice was traditionally 
stronger. The National Association for the Advancement of Coloured 
People had fought several test cases through the Courts, resulting in 
discrimination of several types being ruled out. Negroes might now no 
longer be barred from owning property in formerly all-white residential 
areas. Segregation on inter-State railways and in public parks was now 
illegal, and segregation in the schools was also in the process of being 
given up, under a recent Supreme Court ruling. Race discrimination in 
hiring and upgrading workers was also banned. There was no 
discrimination now in the Navy or the Air Force. The Army was moving 
more slowly in that direction. Negroes were voting in great numbers in 
the South and some were holding elective offices, even in the "Black 
Belt," where change had been slowest.

Everywhere, Dr. Loving said, there was a tendency to form stereotypes 
of people of different race or creed, to speak of "those people," 
sometimes to ridicule them. But he felt that everywhere today people 
were alive to the need of improving human relations and were trying to do 
so. He could not say that the colour problem in the United States had 
been wholly solved, but a democracy had the advantage over other 
forms of government that the people were able to right wrongs 
themselves. When people got to know one another, especially in the 
schools, as the present laws facilitated their doing, the race problem 
would soon be solved.



The Chairman expressed not only appreciation of the lecture but also 
gratification on behalf of his countrymen that American human relations 
had improved so much. If the dignity of the human being was recognized, 
he said, and others were treated as brothers, the world would be a 
happier place.

CONCERT: RECORDED MUSIC 
24th December 1955

In this Christmas Eve recital Captain K. K. Lalkaka included in the 
records played first a pianoforte composition by Bach, played by Dame 
Myra Hess, and then selections from Handel's oratorio, The Messiah. 
Captain Lalkaka drew special attention to the perfect blend produced by 
the skilful use of counterpoint in the Hallelujah Chorus. Mendelssohn's 
"Hark, the Herald Angels Sing" and "Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful" were 
followed by "Adeste Fidelis" sung in Latin by Gigli. "Silent Night, Holy 
Night" and other familiar hymns were played and several Scottish songs 
were given, some of them sung by the late John McCormack.

THE UNITED NATIONS: "TOWARDS A BETTER WORLD”
26th December 1955

Shri L. Shankara Doraiswamy welcomed back to the Institute platform 
Mr. James B. Orrick, Director of the United Nations Information Centre, 
New Delhi, for his lecture under the chairmanship of Shri Dilip R. 
Kothare, Vice-Principal of the Law College, Bombay.

More people, Mr. Orrick thought, conceded the importance of the 
economic and social achievements of the United Nations and the 
specialized agencies reporting to the Economic and Social Council than 
appreciated the United Nations' political contribution. The very continued 
existence of the UNO, however, was a political fact of the first order. It 
could not legislate. Its primary function in the political field was recom- 
mendatory and to afford a place to talk. But all important political 
problems of international bearing in the last ten years had been brought 
to the United Nations. L

The Security Council's Cease Fire order had been obeyed by both 
nations fighting in Indonesia, Palestine and Kashmir. This had given 
time, without loss of face or relinquishment of claims, for later peaceful 
negotiations. North Korea had defied the Cease Fire order and the 
United Nations had had to fight it or be shelved like the League of 
Nations. It had taken years of fighting to achieve conditions permitting 
ultimate peaceful negotiations when the political situation should permit. 
I ts forces had been furnished by Member Nations on i ts 
recommendation. It had never used the power given the Security Council 
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in the Charter to order participation in the enforcement of one of its 
decisions. 

The efforts of the United Nations to bring about disarmament had not 
been in vain. As long as the nations could be kept discussing, the all-out 
armaments race which he thought would inevitably lead to war would be 
prevented.

The blocs which people so much deplored were like national political 
parties, as international affairs were really international politics. The 
blocs were less rigid than was commonly assumed. Except for the Soviet 
countries, nations did not always vote together. He thought the recent 
admission of sixteen new members favourable to greater fluidity.

Questions on the veto, an international armed force, the prospects for 
Charter revision and what sanctions there were behind the Security 
Council were informatively answered. There were no sanctions, Mr. 
Orrick said, beyond the willingness of the Governments voting for a 
measure to back it up.

Mr. Orrick, the Chairman said, had given an inside glimpse into the 
working of the UNO which would be helpful in filling in the background of 
press reports. His emphasis on the importance of the time factor and 
delaying tactics had been illuminating.

FRONTIERS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
 27th December 1955

Dr. Robert J. Koblitz of Bard College, Annandale-on- Hudson, New York, 
a Fulbright Professor at the Maharaja Sayaji Rao University of Baroda, 
gave this lecture under the chairmanship of Shri N. S. Ramachandra, 
Secretary to the Government of Mysore.

Even geographical frontiers, Dr. Koblitz said, were not physical but were 
frontiers of the mind, of imagination, courage, etc. Pioneers were willing 
to move into uncharted areas and to adopt new ways of doing things. 
Frontiers had revolutionary repercussions affecting all. New forms of 
administrative achievement today were afforded by the United Nations, 
the British Commonwealth, China and the U.S.S.R.

Administration drew upon the legal tradition but was more flexible and 
sensitive to public opinion and the demands of a given situation. It drew 
also upon accounting, statistics, scientific management, etc., but had to 
seek something more than mere technical efficiency. The morale of the 
group was important; internal friction was a major obstacle. Decision 
making should not be confined to top men. "Areas of discretion" even at 
the bottom affected success. The sharing of powers, leaving something 
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to local discretion and control, was more important on public 
administration frontiers than a rigid division of powers. The Tennessee 
Valley Authority had proved the value of the co-ordinated planning and 
effort of many groups.

One public administration frontier was the democratic one, with its 
fundamental premise that authority came from consent. Dr. Koblitz had 
scant sympathy with administrative red tape and a suspicious attitude 
towards the workers. Most people were not bad. Furthermore, academic 
training should not be a bar to human sympathy. The gap between 
academic ideas and the human experience and common sense of the 
Indian villagers had to be bridged. He commended to India examination 
of the possibilities of a casteless and classless Civil Service. The old 
rigours of domination and the mentality of agitation both had to be put 
aside to move into the real frontiers of a Welfare State.

Shri Ramachandra mentioned that some of the big decisions in public 
administration were being made in India today at a much lower level than 
fifty years ago. He could not visualize the possibility of doing away 
altogether with red tape; records had to be kept. He considered the Civil 
Service a valuable legacy of British rule, but efforts might be made to 
eliminate its defects and to modify it to suit new needs. The lecturer, he 
said, had given many stimulating ideas. Public administration was 
coming to be recognized as both an art and a science capable of infinite 
refinement.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
29th December 1955

Mrs. Esther Muirhead, lecturing under the chairmanship of Mr. O. 
Johnson, Senior Master of the Lawrence School, Lovedale, dealt first 
with the Christmas festival. Its date had not been fixed before a few 
centuries A.D., when it was desired to replace with a Christian festival the 
old celebration of the "Birthday of the Unconquered Sun." She also 
traced the development of various Christmas symbols and customs.

The Society of Friends, to which she belonged, did not observe 
Christmas as a festival, regarding the spirit of Christ- mas or of Christ as 
the Inner Light, the spark of God in every man, daily rededication to 
which was necessary. Loving one's neighbour as oneself was a difficult 
obligation, but the effort had to be made. Believing in the common 
fatherhood of God, the Spirit of Love, the Friends opposed all that denied 
brotherhood in practice-war, capital punishment, harsh treatment of 
prisoners and the insane, etc.
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They were opposed to reliance on armament, holding that the only true 
safety was the safety of all and that security could be attained only by 
good will and the bond of common aims and interests. They engaged in 
relief efforts and tried to reconcile opposing groups. Regarding the 
elimination of conflict as part of the Christian way of life, they brought the 
spirit of peace into their own councils. Opposing views on a point at issue 
were presented in a spirit of love and the policy was determined not by 
votes but by the feeling of the meeting.

Mrs. Muirhead said she was expressing her own views in what she said 
in her lecture. She was not an orthodox Christian or a theologian or a 
deep student of comparative religions. She did not suggest one way was 
best for all. Gandhiji had understood Christianity better than most 
Christians but she was not sorry he had remained in Hinduism, setting 
the pattern of a good life. His group was applying Christian principles to a 
considerable extent. His idea of grafting on to one's own religion the best 
in others might be a good thing.

Mr. Johnson appreciated the lecture and the emphasis on the spirit of 
love. Love to be real love had to have a spiritual basis. If that could be 
generally achieved. the world would be a better place to live in.

UNITED NATIONS' TENTH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION
29th to 31st December 1955

The United Nations' Travelling Exhibit: "United Nations: Ten Years: 
Towards a Better World" was on display at the Institute for several days.

The eight large panels presented pictorially and textually (1) "The 
Realization" (the signing of the Charter, the text of its Preamble, etc.); (2) 
"The Instruments" (the work of various Specialized Agencies); (3) 
"Keeping the Peace" (preventing or stopping hostilities at danger points 
and at critical junctures); (4) "Human Rights and Justice" (the 
Trusteeship Council and the work for refugees); (5) "Sharing Skills" (the 
technical assistance programme in action); (6) "Self-Help" (community 
development projects); (7) "Growth of an Idea" (The beginnings of 
international co-operative undertakings); and "We the Peoples" (United 
Nations Day observance and the Non-Governmental Organizations).

CERVANTES DAY 
31st December 1955

The 350th year since the publication of the first part of Don Quixote was 
celebrated at the Institute by a Special Meeting.

A paper had been specially prepared at the Institute's request by its good 
friend Professor Julián Marías, internationally known educator and co-

13



founder with the late Don Ortega y Gasset of the Instituto de 
Humanidades, Madrid.

This paper, "Don Quijote as Seen by Sancho Panza," appeared in the 
Institute's organ, The Aryan Path.

After the reading of the paper Professor K. Anantharamiah spoke on 
Cervantes and his great work. He traced the influence of Don Quixote on 
the subsequent development of the English novel. All great writers to an 
extent were absorbed by their works. Much of Cervantes' own 
experience was reflected in Don Quixote.

Professor Marías, he said, had written a very interesting paper, glancing 
at several interpretations of Don Quixote before elaborating his thesis 
that the life of Sancho became one with that of his master, Don Quixote.

P P P
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THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF WORLD CULTURE
No. 6, Sri B.P. Wadia Road, Basavanagudi, Bengaluru - 560 004.   26678581& : 

CULTURAL PROGRAMMES DECEMBER - 2024

PROGRAMMES WILL BE HELD IN WADIA HALL

December 18th Wednesday 6:00 PM : Sri  Muchukunta Rangachar 
Mukunda, Sri Venkataramu, Sri Ramachandraiah, Sri Sriranganidhi 
Nyasa (Trust) Memorial Lecture Programme
Carnatic Vocal Concert 
Vocal : Vidushi Medha Anoor
Violin : Vidwan Vishwajit Mattur Mridangam : Vidwan Vinod Shyam 
Anoor, Khanjira : Vidwan Sunad Anoor
Collaboration: Dr. Srinivas Bharath,  Smt. Susheela Venkataramu,
Sri Sriranganidhi Nyasa (Trust)

December 30th Monday 6:00 PM : Sri Pendakur Virupanna Memorial 
Lecture Program Topic : Impact of Trumponomics on the World
Speaker: Sri M R Venkatesh  (Economist, Author, Lawyer)
Collaboration: Prof.V Setty Pendakur and Mrs. Rajinder Pendakur

December 31st Tuesday 6:00 PM : Sri G. Vengaiah Setty and
Smt. Kusumamba And Smt. Shantha Rao Memorial Program
Bharatanatyam Dance Recital By : Kum Vega (Student of Kalakshiti)
Collaboration: Sri G. V. Satyanarayana Setty,
Sri H R Suryanarayana Rao
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O T H E R  P R O G R A M M E S : D E C E M B E R  – 2 0 2 4

December 1st  Sunday 10:00 AM : Bharatanatyam Dance Recital
By : Kum. Sruthi Vasudevan

December 1st  Sunday 7:00PM : Drama Program Team Antaranga 
Bahiranga

December 3rd Tuesday 7:30 PM : Bengaluru Hubba (BLRHUBBA)
“Songfarers at Sea” – Musical Event by M D Pallavi and team

December 5th Thursday 7:30 PM : Bengaluru Hubba (BLRHUBBA)
“Dastaangoi - Gharwali & Mughal Baccha” Music Workshop

December 6th Friday to 15th  Sunday 10:00 AM : “Mountains of 
Life” Exhibition by Azim Premji University on Climate Change @ IIWC 
Art Gallery and I floor

December 7th Saturday 10:30 AM : Sri B. S. Suryanarayana and 
Smt. Sharadamma Memorial Program
Carnatic Vocal Concert 
Vocal : Smt. Aishwarya S and Kum. Soundarya S

December 7th Saturday 6:00 PM : Sri M A Narasimhachar Musical 
Foundation Carnatic Vocal Concert
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The other Programmes are by external individuals or organizations and are only 
hosted on the premises of the IIWC. IIWC does not necessarily endorse the 
views/opinions of the sponsors or the proceedings of the programmes and IIWC 
does not take any responsibility for these programmes.   WH: (Wadia Hall)

ALL ARE WELCOME

December 8th Sunday 10:00 AM : Bharatanatyam Dance Recital
Kala Prakasham Academy 

December 8th Sunday 10:00 AM (Library) : Numismatic Meeting

December 8th Sunday 6:00 PM : Drama Program – Team Vikasam

December 10th Tuesday 6:00 PM : Bengaluru Hubba (BLRHUBBA)

December 11th Wednesday 6:00 PM : Bengaluru Hubba 
(BLRHUBBA)

December 12th Thursday 6:00 PM : Bengaluru Hubba (BLRHUBBA)

December 14th Saturday 10:00 AM : Book Release Program 
DR. DVG Balaga Prathisthana

December 14th Saturday 6:00 PM : Drama Program

December 15th Sunday 6:00 PM : Sapthak Presents Hindustani 
Vocal Concert

December 16th Monday 11:00 AM (Full Day) : Film Festival – The 
Nomad’s Haven(An International Film Festival on Home, Belonging 
and Nostalgia) 

December 17th Tuesday 11:00 AM : Film Festival – The Nomad’s 
Haven(An International Film Festival on Home, Belonging and 
Nostalgia) 

December 18th Wednesday 11:00 AM : Film Festival – The Nomad’s 
Haven(An International Film Festival on Home, Belonging and 
Nostalgia) 

December 19th Thursday 6:00 PM : “gÁUÀ gÀAUÀ” - gÀAUÀ VÃvÉUÀ¼ÀÄ
PÀ¯Á«zÀgÀÄ : £ÀÄr ¸ÀÄzÀ±Àð£À Program from Azim Premji University

December  22nd Sunday 6:00 PM : Drama Program – Team VAspire

December 24th Tuesday 6:00 PM : Drama Program – “BeeChi 
Bullets” Team Antaranga

December 25th Wednesday 6:00 PM : Music  Program

December 26th Thursday 6:00 PM : Classic Pearls Presents 
Karaoke Musical Program

December 29th Sunday 6:00 PM : Sri Vijaya Chandrika – Sangeetha 
Chandana Music Program

Holidays : November 1st  Friday : Kannada Rajyothsava
November 2nd  Saturday : Balipadyami



Our Recent Publications Transactions List 
available in the Library / Office

SPECIAL  CLASSES

ART CLASSES  :  Directed by Sri T.K.N. Prasad, Dr. Ramaa and 
    Ambuja Rao Meets every Tuesday and Thursday
    between 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm

ART CLASSES  : Directed by Sri Sanjay Chapolkar meets every
(SENIOR BATCH)  Friday, Saturday and Sunday between 11:30 am to
    2:30 pm  and 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm



ACTIVITIES

Ÿ Library has a collection of about 80,000 volumes on culture, history, literature, 

philosophy etc.

Ÿ Reading Room receives about 200 magazines and periodicals from all over  

the world.

Ÿ Children's Library has about 20,000 books in a separate building and caters 

to  the needs of students and youth.

Ÿ Behanan's Library has a special collection of important works and reference 

books.

Ÿ Publication consist of a monthly bulletin, transactions, books and reprints. 

Sale  as well as exchange arrangements are welcome. Programmes are held 

each month consisting of literary, visual and performing arts. About 15 to 20 

activities are planned every month.

Ÿ Bequests, donations and endowments enjoy 80G Concession. Inquiries 

invited.

LET US ALL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW
COVID 19 PROTOCOL FULLY TO STAY SAFE.

OFFICE WORKING  HOURS

WORKING DAYS  : Tuesday to Sunday (Monday Holiday)

OFFICE TIME   : 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

Library    : 9:00 a.m - 7:30 p.m. 


