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The saint-poets of Maharashtra realized that certain institutions of the
Hindus blocked their unity, blocked the solidarity which is the supreme
need of every community, and they tried to remedy this by raising the
spiritual values to a place above the social values

— M.B. Atlekar
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The Indian Institute Of World Culture
Holiday List -2021

SI.No Date Day Particulars
1. 14-Jan Thursday Sankranthi

2. 26-Jan Tuesday Republic Day

3. 11-March  Thursday Mahashivaratri

4. 13-April Tuesday Ugadi

* 1-May Saturday May Day- Book Sale*
5. 15-Aug Sunday Independence Day
6. 9-Sept Thursday Gowri Festival

7. 10-Sept  Friday Ganesha Chathurthi
8. 2-Oct Saturday Gandhi Jayanthi

9. 6-Oct Wednesday Mahalaya Amavasya

10.  14-Oct Thursday Ayudha Pooje

11. 15-Oct Friday Vijaya Dashami

* 1-Nov Monday Rajyothsava/Book Sale*
12.  3-Nov Wednesday Naraka Chaturdasi

13.  25-Dec Saturday Christmas

May 1st & Nov. 1st : Book Sale

Founded:1945, Phone : 26678581
Regd. On 9-10-1957 No.1637/ 57-58

THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF WORLD CULTURE

# 6, Shri B.P. Wadia Road, Basavanagudi, Bangalore-560 004.

NOTICE OF MEETING TO MEMBERS

Notice is hereby given that the Sixty Third Annual General Body Meeting of The
Indian Institute of World Culture will be held on Sunday, 17th January 2021 at
10:30 AM in Wadia Hall of the institute situated at the above address to transact the
following business:

1. Prayer
Obituary Notices
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3. Welcome and call to order

4. Toread and recordthe Notice of meeting of members
5

To approve the minutes of the previous Annual General Body Meeting held on
November 24,2019

6. To receive and adopt the Report of the Executive Committee together with the
audited accounts for the year ended March 31st, 2020.

7. Toapprove Draft Budget for 2020-2021.

8. Toappointan Auditorfor 2020-2021 and fix the remuneration
9. Suggestions and comments from the members

10. Any other subject/s with the permission of the chair

11. Chairman’s Address

12. To electfive members for the Executive Committee. (Polling Period till 5 PM)

By Order of the Executive Committee
Bangalore Sd)-

Date: 15-12-2020 (Arakali Venkatesh Prasad)
Honorary Secretary

Coffee, Tea at 10:00 AM

Followed by Lunch After AGM.



The Annual Report will be ready and members can collect a copy from the office on or
after 30/12/2020.

It is essential that the questions regarding accounts / annual report are sent as early as
possible to enable us to respond during AGM. Co-operation of all the members is
requested.

Kindly update us with your current address, cell / landline number and e-mail id.

Members are requested to bring their Identity cards issued by the IIWC for attending the
meeting. Those who have not obtained Identity cards may bring Voter's ID/Driving
License/Aadhar card/Ration Card/ Passport/PAN Card for verification along with a copy
of the notice sent by IIWC to them as it bears the Registration number of their
Membership.

CALENDER OF EVENTS FOR THE ELECTION 2020

1. Startdate forissue of Nomination forms 26.12.2020 10:00 AM
2. Lastdate andtime for the receipt of Nominations 03.01.2021 4:00PM
3. Publication of Valid Nominations 05.01.2021 11:00AM
4. LastDate for withdrawal of Nominations 10.01.2021 1:00 PM
5. Publication of Final Valid Nominations 13.01.2021 4:00PM

6. Election of 5 members to the Executive during
Annual General Meeting on 17.01.2021 10:30 AM

For contesting to the Executive Committee, Patrons and the Life Members who have
enrolled before 29.06.2020 are only eligible.

Applications for contesting for the Executive Committee should be sent in writing to the
Hon.Secretary on an Application form which will be available in the Library/Office, duly
proposed and seconded by valid members. For contesting, proposing and for
seconding, the Members should have no arrears of subscription. A valid member is one
who has no arrears of subscription. The list of valid members can be checked in the
Office.

Sri L.N. Sharma, Retd. Assistant Divisional Manager, LIC and Life Member of the
institute will be the Chief Polling Officer.

THE SAINT - POETS OF MAHARASHTRA - |
by
M.D. Atlekar
(Source : The Aryan Path, July 1939)

Marathi Literature is rich in what may be called spiritual poetry ; it is
even believed by some that the old poets, who were rather saints than
poets, neglected this world in order to be perfectly in order to be perfectly
happy in the next. One school of thought holds that excepting Ramdas,
an eminent saint of shivaji's time who was the spiritual preceptor of the
great Maratha hero, none of the old Marathi poets taught anything useful
to national progress or to wordly success. In opposition to this stands the
verdict of the Late Mahadev Govind Ranade, by common consent the
most profound thinker of nineteenth-century India ; he held that the
success of Shivaji was made possible by the pioneer work of the great
saint-opets of Maharashtra from Mukundraj and Dnyaneshwar to
Tukaram and Ramadas and that, but for the inspiration these poets
supplied and the mentality they created, there would have been no
political revolution in the Deccan. Most of the early Maratha poets were
men of saintly character who devoted all their life and energies to the
service of the poor, the downtrodden and the ignorant. These early saint-
poets undoubtedly moved on a spiritual plane, but they were not
unmindful of the millions who have to tread the earth, fight their daily
battles and earn their daily bread. In fact, it was to succour these that they
wrote their works and also preached occasionally. They hated all
hypocrisy and they inculcated a love for industrious habits, cleanliness,
mental as well as physical, and a heroic spirit that should stand adamant
against the most frightening calamities. In fairness to our own intellectual
honesty, we must study them properly and find our what they stood for
and what they achieved.

One great achievement reveals their democratic spirit and their
concern for the common man— their determination to work for the
masses and not to serve the interests of one class only. They wrote in
Marathi, the speech of the ordinary people, at a time when writing in
Marathi was looked down upon, and some of them wrote in such
beautiful Marathi that even the finest Sanskrit compositions were
surpassed. Dnyaneshwar, the greatest among them all, deliberately
stated that the Vedas served only for the higher classes, but that the
Bhagwat Geeta was for every one, and that he wrote in Marathi because
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he wanted all—including Shudras, women and the ignorant—to know
what is in the Geeta and the Vedas. Eknath, three hundred years after
Dnayaneshwar, proclaimed the same message. Though his times were
not so difficult as the latter', he was persecuted by the so called orthodox
of his day. To write for all, to make even all highest knowledge available to
all without distinctions of caste or sex, station or occupation—that was
the spirit in which the earlier great works in Marathi were composed.
Marathi has been a democratic language from its very birth. Mukundraj
lived a hundred years earlier than Dnyaneshwar, who flourished in the
thirteenth century for, alas, only two wonderful work the Dnyaneshwari
and of his still more wonderful book called Amirtanubhav makes us ask
how such a brief life could pour forth such experience and such wisdom.
Dnayaneshwara said that he would write in such a style that his words
would compete with nectar itself, and those who have read the
Dnyaneshwari will bear out the fact that the great poet-philosopher did
not overstate his claim, Mukundraj, a hundred year earlier, wrote the
Viveksindu, and though it is doubtful if his original language is preserved
in the copies that we read today, it is certain that he wrote in a simple
style. Dyaneshwar used all the technique of the art of poetry to make his
works as charming to read as they were sound in their philosophy of life.

Both Mukundraj and Dnyaneshwar followed the Adwait doctrine of
the great Sankaracharya, but in raising man to spiritual heights they did
not forget that he is made of flesh and bone and that he has to live this life.
Mukundraj in describing a true disciple and a true preceptor. condemned
hypocrisy in out spoken terms and censured men who in order to make
wordly gains pretend that they are spiritually great. But in the
Dnyaneshwari, or Bhavarthdipika, as Dnyaneshwari's wonderful work is
also called, we get precepts both about how to live in this world and how
to secure the greatest eternal bliss. Dnyaneshwar described the
varieties of fools and knaves that we meet in this world, through—kind
hearted and broad-minded as he was— he looked upon all knaves as
fools. What he had written Ramdas amplified four centuries later, in a
more popular but much less poetic style. Dnyaneshwar asked men to do
everything efficiently and cheerfully. Whaterver you do, do it beautifully
was his message—while Ramdas explained the necessity for carrying
on one's family life in an upright and determined manner, Dnyaneshwar,
in his Amritanubhav or Anubhavamrit, soars to heights of thought that are
difficult to understand except for intelligent and persistent students and
explains how perfect joy can be attained even in this life. In fact, the Mukti
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or the Moksha described in his philosophy, which as said is the same
doctrine as that of Sankaracharya, is Jeevanmukti or the release in this
life from all grief and temptation.

Just as the saint-poets wrote for the masses, they worked in a
number of directions to raise their level of life. The temple at Pandharpur,
which even now lakhs of devotees visit every year, became the shrine of
a God who was democratic and who could be seen and worshipped by
all, irrespective of caste or station or occupation in life. The
Dnyaneshwari became the Bible of this new spiritual centre of
Maharashtra. These saint-poets were believers in one ultimate Power,
but they did not mind the worship of individual gods as means to the
attainment of the ultimate truth. They were firm Adwaitwadins but they
were not intolerant. True reformers that they were, and workers for the
masses, they possessed an abundance of toleration. That is not to be
taken as indicating slackness of principle. But they understood that
before your could obtain the pure gold of principle, you must dig into the
dust of concrete worship and varieties of worship.

The greatest names among these saint-poets of Maharashtra are
Dnyaneshwar, Namdev, Eknath and Tukaram. The first two belonged to
the thirteenth Century, Eknath to the sixteenth, and Tukaram to the
seventeenth. But before we refer to them individually, we might note an
important characteristic of that glorious age in Marathi literature. We find
that among the writers of those times there were people not only of
different caste but of different communities as well, and they all sat
together and treated each other with a reverence and in a spirit of
equality that deserves to be imitated by the present generation. We have
among the poets of those days men and women, Brahmins and non-
Brahmins, the last group including the so-called untouchables, And there
is no doubt about the sincerity with which they wrote and preached. They
were strong men and women who had battled with their desires and had
conquered them—the greatest victory for any one—and they did not
believe in sickly sentimentality. They were very humane, but they never
forgave the wicked, whom they would punish with a strong hand. They
preached non-violence, but Tukaram said in one of his lines that if a
scorpion entered the house of God, one must kill it. They were men and
women of great common sense, and they knew and preached that in
order to ensure non-vioience unless you can reform the violent you must
destroy them."The protection of the good and the destruction of the and
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the destruction of the wicked"-- these two planks of sound philosophy
have been handed down from the Bhagwat Geeta, and the Marathi saint-
poets followed that precept. A man may be good, they taught, but there
are bad people who will not allow him to be good, and he must battle with
them.

So the charge that these great writers inculcated timidity and flight
from the world is a libel, arising probably out of ignorance. They did not
ask people to give up this life—they clearly slated that the way men dealt
with their Sansar makes them fit or unfit for paramarth. Do the duty that
lies nearest, they preached, do it well, and then you will be fit to perform
higher and ever higher duties. It will thus be seen that they taught a very
valuable philosophy of day to day conduct, and though their ultimate goal
was to attain spiritual heights, they never believed or preached that that
could be done by neglecting one's ordinary duties or by doing them
inefficiently or grudgingly. In days when Western ideas of nationalism
were unknown in India, this teaching was really national education.

They interpreted freedom as victory over oneself, over one's
instincts and desires, and thy described complete self-control as
complete freedom. Even after half a century of the new psychology this
proposition must stand supreme as the test of everything that is good
beautiful. The civilisation of man is measured by his progress along the
lines laid down by this proposition, and let us remember that the Maratha
saint poets never hesitated to lay it down with vigour and with insistence.
All this thought current has revealed itself in the later Marathi literature.
When we study the Marathi poets carefully, we realize that
Dnyaneshwar stands behind them as their inspirer and their standard.
The tributes paid to him by them are as affectionate as they are sincere
and true.

(The Il part will appear in the next issue of the Bulletin)
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THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF WORLD CULTURE
No. 6, Sri B.P. Wadia Road, Basavanagudi, Bengaluru - 560 004. © : 26678581

ENDOWMENT PROGRAMMES JANUARY - 2021
PROGRAMMES WILL BE HELD ONLINE - WEBINAR

January 3rd Sunday 6:00 PM : AVOPA - Sri M. R. Arya Centenary
Foundation Endowment

Topic : S8 T&ITY FIE IF3E

Speaker : Dr. Rajashree Kishore

(Women Excellency Awardee, Author & Researcher)

Presided Over By : Sri P. C. Balaraj, President-M.R. Arya Foundation
Guest of Honour : Sri Rajendra Prasad, President - AVOPA

January 9th Saturday 6:00 PM : A Special Programme of Lecture
Topic : Indian perspective on Botany over Ages
Speaker : Dr. Sundara Rajan, Retired Botany, HOD-St. Joseph College

January 14th Thursday 6:00 PM : &3ex UDwR)T:)?Sr\) FooDEFRD
QFOD : VoY 3 20dMe BB oREDFCD : Woll Mo éricé’
("?oéo"?e)g) MLAPU College glegoro. Joritedd)

January 17th Sunday 10:30 AM : Annual General Body Meeting
(for members only)

January 29th Friday 6:00 PM : Special Lecture Program
Topic : Plato’s Dialogues - Euthydemus
Speaker : Sri T. K. Jayaram, IRS (Retd.)

Holidays : January 14th Thursday- Makara Sankranthi
January 26th Tuesday — Republic Day

Please Note : All programs will be streamed live through online platform.
Link details to attend the programs online will be communicated by Email
and WhatsApp a week before the programs.

For further details you can also call our office number— 080 —26678581
In view of the ongoing COVID — 19 pandemic and government
guidelines, selected programs are only held at Wadia Hall and
Manorama Hall for the month of January 2021
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SPECIAL CLASSES

ART CLASSES . Directed by Sri T.K.N. Prasad, Meets every Tuesday
and Friday between 3.30 pmt0 5.30 pm

ART CLASSES . Directed by Sri Sanjay Chapolkar meets every

(SENIOR BATCH) Thursday & Saturday between 11:30 am to 2:30 pm
and 3:30 pmto 6:30 pm

BHAJAN CLASSES : Started by Late Prof. N. Krishnaswamy, Meets every
Wednesday, from 6.00to 7.00 pm Rs. 20.00 per month.

Note : The above classes will recommence after the Government
restrictions regarding COVID - 19 in removed.

Souvenir to mark the 75th year of the institute as part of Platinum
Jubilee is deferred to April 2021
due to the current COVID19 Situation.

ACTIVITIES

» Library has a collection of about 80,000 volumes on culture, history, literature,
philosophy etc.

» Reading Room receives about 200 magazines and periodicals from all over
the world.

» Children's Library has about 20,000 books in a separate building and caters
to the needs of students and youth.

« Behanan's Library has a special collection of important works and reference
books.

« Publication consist of a monthly bulletin, transactions, books and reprints.
Sale aswell as exchange arrangements are welcome. Programmes are held
each month consisting of literary, visual and performing arts. About 15 to 20
activities are planned every month.

« Bequests, donations and endowments enjoy 80G Concession. Inquiries
invited.

Book Post

Note : Institute Library will be open only for borrowing & returning the
Books by the members. Library is CLOSED for public reading as of now.

OFFICE WORKING HOURS

WORKING DAYS :  Tuesday to Sunday (Monday Holiday)
OFFICE TIME : 10.00a.m.-4.30p.m.
Library : 9:00a.m-6:00p.m.
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